
Country State, Province or 

Territory

Statutory provision Who Report suspicion of 

current or future abuse

Report past abuse Exceptions

Australia

Australian Capital 

Territory

Crimes Act 1900 s 66AA Any adult Gains information that 

causes the adult to believe 

on reasonable grounds, or 

ought reasonably to cause 

the adult to believe, that a 

child sexual offence is 

being committed against a 

child under age 16 by 

another adult

Gains information that causes 

the adult to believe on 

reasonable grounds, or ought 

reasonably to cause the adult 

to believe, that a child sexual 

offence has been committed 

against a child under age 16 

by another adult

No exception for religious 

confession (s 66AA(3), 

Evidence Act 2007 s 127)

Australian Capital 

Territory

Children and Young People Act 2008 s 

356

A minister of religion, 

religious leader or member 

of the clergy of a church or 

religious denomination

Believe on reasonable 

grounds that child under 

age 18 is experiencing 

sexual abuse

Believe on reasonable 

grounds that child under age 

18 has experienced sexual 

abuse

No exception for religious 

confession (Evidence Act 

2007 s 127)

New South Wales Crimes Act 1900 s 316A Any adult Know, believe or reasonably 

ought to know that a child 

abuse offence has been 

committed

Exception for contents of a 

religious confession made to 

clergy member (Evidence Act 

1995 s 127)

New South Wales Children and Young Persons (Care and 

Protection) Act 1998 s 27

Person in religious ministry 

or person providing 

religion-based activities to 

children

Suspect on reasonable 

grounds that child under 

age 16 is at risk of 

significant harm

Exception for contents of a 

religious confession made to 

clergy member (Evidence Act 

1995 s 127)

Northern Territory Care and Protection of Children Act 

2007 s 26

Any person Believe on reasonable 

grounds that child under 

age 14 is likely to be a 

victim of a sexual offence

Believe on reasonable 

grounds that child under age 

14 has been a victim of a 

sexual offence

Exception for contents of a 

religious confession made to 

clergy member (Evidence 

(National Uniform 

Legislation) Act 2011 s 127)

Queensland Criminal Code Act 1899 s 229BC Any adult Believe or ought to believe 

on reasonable grounds that 

child sexual offence is 

being committed against 

child under age 16

Believe or ought to believe on 

reasonable grounds that child 

sexual offence has been 

committed against child under 

age 16

No exception for religious 

confession (s 229BC(3))

Queensland Child Protection Act 1999 s 13E DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

South Australia Children and Young People (Safety) Act 

2017 s 31

Minister of religion Suspect on reasonable 

grounds that child under 

age 18 is or may be at risk

 

Tasmania Criminal Code Act 1924 s 105A Any person  Reasonable belief that abuse 

offence was committed 

against child under age 17

No exception for religious 

confession (s 105A(5))

Tasmania Children, Young Persons and Their 

Families Act 1997 s 14

A member of the clergy of 

any church or religious 

denomination

Believe or suspect on 

reasonable grounds that 

there is a reasonable 

likelihood of a child under 

age 18 being abused

Believe or suspect on 

reasonable grounds that a 

child under age 18 is or has 

been abused
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https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/act/consol_act/ca190082/s66aa.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/act/consol_act/caypa2008242/s356.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/act/consol_act/caypa2008242/s356.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ca190082/s316a.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/caypapa1998442/s27.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/caypapa1998442/s27.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nt/consol_act/capoca2007269/s26.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nt/consol_act/capoca2007269/s26.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/qld/consol_act/cc189994/s229bc.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/qld/consol_act/cpa1999177/s13e.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/sa/consol_act/caypa2017312/s31.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/sa/consol_act/caypa2017312/s31.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/tas/consol_act/cc192494/s105a.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/tas/consol_act/cypatfa1997399/s14.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/tas/consol_act/cypatfa1997399/s14.html
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Victoria Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 

s 184

A person appointed, 

ordained or otherwise 

recognised as a religious 

or spiritual leader in a 

religious institution.  

Example:  church elder, 

deacon, religious minister

Believe on reasonable 

grounds that child under 

age 17 is likely to suffer 

significant harm as a result 

of sexual abuse and the 

child's parents are unlikely 

to protect the child

Believe on reasonable 

grounds that child under age 

17 has suffered significant 

harm as a result of sexual 

abuse and the child's parents 

have not protected the child

No exception for religious 

confession (Evidence Act 

2008 s 127(2))

Victoria Crimes Act 1958 s 327 A person over age 18  Form a reasonable belief that 

a sexual offence has been 

committed against child under 

age 16

No exception for religious 

confession (Evidence Act 

2008 s 127(2))

Western Australia Children and Community Services Act 

2004 s 124B

Minister of religion Believe on reasonable 

grounds that a child under 

age 18 is the subject of 

ongoing sexual abuse

Believe on reasonable 

grounds that a child under 

age 18 was the subject of 

sexual abuse on or after 1 

March 2006

No exception for religious 

confession (s 124BA)

Bermuda Children Act 2008 s 20 Every person Has information indicating 

that a child is suffering

Has information indicating 

that a child has suffered 

significant harm

Children Act 2008 s 20 Member of the clergy In the course of 

professional duties, has 

reasonable grounds to 

suspect that a child is 

suffering

In the course of professional 

duties, has reasonable 

grounds to suspect that a 

child has suffered significant 

harm

Canada

 British Columbia Child, Family and Community Service 

Act s 14

Any person Reason to believe that a 

child under age 19 is likely 

to be sexually abused and 

the child's parent is unable 

or unwilling to protect the 

child

Reason to believe that a child 

under age 19 has been 

sexually abused and the 

child's parent is unable or 

unwilling to protect the child

Alberta Child, Youth and Family Enhancement 

Act s 4

Any person Reasonable and probable 

grounds to believe there is 

a substantial risk that a 

child under age 18 will be 

sexually abused by the 

guardian or guardian is 

unwilling or unable to 

protect the child from 

sexual abuse

Saskatchewan The Child and Family Services Act s 12 Any person Reasonable grounds to 

believe that a child under 

age 16 is likely to be 

sexually exploited or 

exposed or subjected to 

harmful interaction for a 

sexual purpose

Reasonable grounds to 

believe that a child under age 

16 has been sexually 

exploited or exposed or 

subjected to harmful 

interaction for a sexual 

purpose

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/cyafa2005252/s184.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/cyafa2005252/s184.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/ca195882/s327.html
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/wa/consol_act/cacsa2004318/s124b.html
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/wa/consol_act/cacsa2004318/s124b.html
http://www.commonlii.org/bm/legis/consol_act/ca199886/
http://www.commonlii.org/bm/legis/consol_act/ca199886/
https://canlii.ca/t/84dv#sec14
https://canlii.ca/t/84dv#sec14
https://canlii.ca/t/81ps#sec4
https://canlii.ca/t/81ps#sec4
https://www.canlii.org/en/sk/laws/stat/ss-1989-90-c-c-7.2/latest/ss-1989-90-c-c-7.2.html
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Manitoba The Child and Family Services Act s 18 Any person Information that leads the 

person reasonably to 

believe that a child under 

age 18 is sexually exploited 

or is in danger of being 

sexually exploited

Ontario Child, Youth and Family Services Act s 

125

Any person Reasonable grounds to 

suspect that there is a risk 

that a child under age 16 is 

likely to be sexually abused 

or sexually exploited where 

the person having charge 

of the child fails to protect 

the child

Reasonable grounds to 

suspect that a child under age 

16 has been sexually abused 

or sexually exploited and the 

person having charge of the 

child fails to protect the child

Quebec Youth Protection Act s 39 Professional who provides 

care or any other form of 

assistance to children

Reasonable grounds to 

believe that the security or 

development of a child 

under age 18 is or may be 

considered to be in danger 

due to sexual abuse

New Brunswick Family Services Act s 30 Any person  Has information causing 

person to suspect that a child 

under age 19 has been 

sexually ill-treated

Nova Scotia Children and Family Services Act s 23 Any person Has information indicating 

that there is a substantial 

risk that child under age 19 

will be sexually abused and 

parent or guardian will fail 

to protect the child

Has information indicating 

that a child under age 19 has 

been sexually abused and 

parent or guardian fails to 

protect the child

Prince Edward Island Child Protection Act s 10 Any person Knowledge or reasonable 

grounds to suspect that a 

child under age 18 is at 

substantial risk of sexual 

abuse and parent fails to 

protect the child

Knowledge or reasonable 

grounds to suspect that a 

child under age 18 has been 

sexually abused and parent 

failed to protect the child

Newfoundland Children, Youth and Families Act s 11 Any person Has information that a child 

under age 18 is being, or is 

at risk of being, sexually 

abused or exploited and 

parent does not protect the 

child

Clergy member can't be 

compelled to give evidence 

as to a confession made to 

him or her in professional 

capacity.

https://canlii.ca/t/8gjw#sec18
https://canlii.ca/t/9095#sec125
https://canlii.ca/t/9095#sec125
https://canlii.ca/t/xj3#sec39
https://canlii.ca/t/88bd#sec30
https://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/sns-1990-c-5/latest/sns-1990-c-5.html
https://www.canlii.org/en/pe/laws/stat/rspei-1988-c-c-5.1/latest/rspei-1988-c-c-5.1.html
https://canlii.ca/t/9203#sec11
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Yukon Child and Family Services Act s 22 Any person Reason to believe that a 

child under age 19 is, or is 

likely to be, sexually 

abused or exploited and 

parent does not protect the 

child

 

Northwest Territories Child and Family Service Act s 8 Any person Has information that there 

is a substantial risk that a 

child under age 16 will be 

sexually molested or 

sexually exploited in 

circumstances where 

parent is unwilling or 

unable to protect the child

Has information that a child 

under age 16 has been 

sexually molested or sexually 

exploited in circumstances 

where parent was unwilling or 

unable to protect the child

Nunavut Child and Family Services Act s 8 Any person Has information or 

reasonable grounds to 

believe that there is a 

substantial risk that a child 

under age 16 will be 

sexually molested or 

sexually exploited in 

circumstances where 

parent is unwilling or 

unable to protect the child

Has information or 

reasonable grounds to 

believe that a child under age 

16 has been sexually 

molested or sexually 

exploited in circumstances 

where parent was unwilling or 

unable to protect the child

England  No duty to report

France Art. 434-3, Code pénal Anyone Has knowledge of sexual 

assault or abuse of a minor

India Protection of Children against Sexual 

Offences Act 2012 s 19

Any person Has apprehension that a 

sexual offence against a 

child under age 18 is likely 

to be committed

Has apprehension that a 

sexual offence against a child 

under age 18 has been 

committed

Ireland Children First Act 2015 s 14 Member of the clergy or 

pastoral care worker

Knows, believes or has 

reasonable grounds to 

suspect on the basis of 

information acquired in the 

course of employment that 

a child under age 18 is 

being harmed or is at risk 

of being harmed

Knows, believes or has 

reasonable grounds to 

suspect on the basis of 

information acquired in the 

course of employment that a 

child under age 18 has been 

harmed

New Zealand  No duty to report

https://www.canlii.org/en/yk/laws/stat/sy-2008-c-1/latest/sy-2008-c-1.html
https://canlii.ca/t/8hrs
https://canlii.ca/t/8l28
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/article_lc/LEGIARTI000037289453
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2079?sam_handle=123456789/1362#:~:text=India%20Code%3A%20Protection%20of%20Children%20from%20Sexual%20Offences%20Act%2C%202012&text=Long%20Title%3A,connected%20therewith%20or%20incidental%20thereto.
https://www.indiacode.nic.in/handle/123456789/2079?sam_handle=123456789/1362#:~:text=India%20Code%3A%20Protection%20of%20Children%20from%20Sexual%20Offences%20Act%2C%202012&text=Long%20Title%3A,connected%20therewith%20or%20incidental%20thereto.
https://www.bailii.org/ie/legis/num_act/2015/0036.html#sec14
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Northern Ireland Criminal Law Act (Northern Ireland) 

1967 s 5

Any person Knows or believes that an 

arrestable offence (eg a 

sexual offence against a 

child) has been committed 

and has information likely to 

secure apprehension, 

prosecution, or conviction

Scotland  No duty to report

South Africa Children's Amendment Act No 41 of 

2007 s 110

Religious leader On reasonable grounds 

concludes that a child under 

age 18 has been sexually 

abused

South Africa Criminal Law (Sexual Offences and 

Related Matters) Amendment Act, 2007

Any person Has knowledge that a sexual 

offence has been committed 

against a child under age 18

United States of America

Alabama Ala. Code § 26-14-3 Members of the clergy Child is known or 

suspected to be a victim of 

child abuse

No mandatory reporting 

requirement for information 

gained solely in a confidential 

communication between a 

person and a clergyman in 

clergyman's professional 

capacity

Alaska Alaska Stat. § 47.17.020 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES, EXCEPT 

FOR RELIGIOUS 

HEALING 

PRACTITIONERS

American Samoa Ann. Code § 45.2002 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

Arizona Rev. Stat. § 13-3620 Members of the clergy Reasonably believes that a 

minor is the victim of child 

abuse that is not accidental 

in nature

Reasonably believes that a 

minor has been the victim of 

child abuse that is not 

accidental in nature

Clergy member who has 

received a confidential 

communication or a 

confession may withhold 

reporting of the 

communication or confession 

if reasonable and necessary 

within the concepts of the 

religion

Arkansas Ann. Code § 12-18-402 A clergy member Observes a child being 

subjected to conditions or 

circumstances that would 

reasonably result in child 

maltreatment

Has reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child has been 

subjected to child 

maltreatment

No mandatory reporting 

where clergy member 

acquired information through 

communication that 

denomination requires to be 

kept confidential or through 

admission from the alleged 

offender

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/apni/1967/18/section/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/apni/1967/18/section/5
http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/num_act/caa2007184.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/num_act/caa2007184.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/num_act/caa2007184.pdf
http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/num_act/caa2007184.pdf
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/CodeOfAlabama/1975/Coatoc.htm
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#47.17.020
https://www.americansamoa.gov/_files/ugd/4bfff9_830fe644910e4222b782e01badb22bc4.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/13/03620.htm
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=43417010-0160-4a5d-88c7-813244275994&nodeid=AAMAACAANAAFAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAM%2FAAMAAC%2FAAMAACAAN%2FAAMAACAANAAF%2FAAMAACAANAAFAAD&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=12-18-402.+Mandated+reporters.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5VNX-12F0-R03N-43J6-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=40ab9143-f320-48b6-80aa-1712a4df295f
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California Penal Code § 11166 Clergy member Has knowledge of or 

observes a child whom the 

mandatory reporter knows or 

reasonably suspects has 

been the victim of child abuse

A clergy member who 

acquires knowledge or a 

reasonable suspicion of child 

abuse during a confidential 

communication that church 

practices require the clergy 

member to keep secret is not 

required to report

Colorado Rev. Stat. § 19-3-304 Clergy member Has observed the child 

being subjected to 

circumstances or 

conditions that would 

reasonably result in abuse

Reasonable cause to know or 

suspect that a child has been 

subjected to abuse.  Unless 

didn't learn of abuse until 

victim was over age 18 and 

does not have reasonable 

cause to suspect that 

perpetrator is a current 

abuser or is in a position of 

trust

Clergy member doesn't have 

to report if reasonable cause 

comes from confidential 

communications to which 

clergy-penitent privilege 

applies, unless there is also 

reasonable cause from a 

source other than the 

confidential communication

Connecticut Gen. Stat. § 17a-101a Any member of the clergy In the ordinary course of 

profession has reasonable 

cause to suspect or believe 

that any child under age 18 

is placed at imminent risk 

of serious harm

In the ordinary course of 

profession has reasonable 

cause to suspect or believe 

that any child under age 18 

has been abused

Delaware Ann. Code tit. 16, § 903 Any person Knows or in good faith 

suspects child abuse

No mandatory reporting for 

privilege between priest and 

penitent in a sacramental 

confession

District of Columbia Ann. Code § 4-1321.02 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

Florida Ann. Stat. § 39.201 Any person Knows, or has reasonable 

cause to suspect, that a 

child is the victim of sexual 

abuse or juvenile sexual 

abuse

No mandatory reporting 

requirement for a confidential 

communication by a person 

to a clergy member in his or 

her capacity as spiritual 

adviser

Georgia Ann. Code §§ 19-7-5 Clergy member Having reasonable cause to 

believe that suspected child 

abuse has occurred

No mandatory reporting 

requirement for confession or 

other similar communication 

required to be kept 

confidential under church 

doctrine or practice.  

Information from any other 

source must be reported

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&division=&title=1.&part=4.&chapter=2.&article=2.5.
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=3997dfbd-35e8-4d44-bce8-d8cc5b4120cb&nodeid=AATAAGAAEAAE&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAT%2FAATAAG%2FAATAAGAAE%2FAATAAGAAEAAE&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=19-3-304.+Persons+required+to+report+child+abuse+or+neglect.&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A65HV-01K3-GXF6-847X-00008-00&ecomp=7gf59kk&prid=175c707c-ef62-4561-b076-329f4e9ba497
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-101a
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title16/c009/sc01/index.html
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=ac061f94-cc28-4ce7-bc3d-dbd6902a0d4f&nodeid=AABAAEAAZAACAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAB%2FAABAAE%2FAABAAEAAZ%2FAABAAEAAZAAC%2FAABAAEAAZAACAAC&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+4-1321.02.+Persons+required+to+make+reports%3B+procedure.&config=00JABiNDg1YzdlZi1kMDFiLTQ5YmQtYjM2Yi03ZWY3MmNiNmE1NTEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f7r915sHTEilgUZv8sJAwq&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8TXG-KH92-8T6X-7060-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=4705a76f-ef64-48c4-9a02-87a98e477730
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0000-0099/0039/Sections/0039.201.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2022/title-19/chapter-7/article-1/section-19-7-5/
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Guam Ann. Code tit. 19, § 13201 Clergy member or other 

similar functionary whose 

primary duties consist of 

teaching, spreading the 

faith, church governance, 

supervision of a religious 

order, or supervision or 

participation in religious 

ritual and worship

Has reason to suspect on 

the basis of his training and 

experience that a child is 

an abused child

Hawaii Rev. Stat. § 350-1.1 Members of the clergy or 

custodians of their records

Reason to believe that 

there exists a substantial 

risk that child abuse may 

occur in the reasonably 

foreseeable future

Reason to believe that child 

abuse has occurred

A clergy member who 

acquires knowledge or a 

reasonable suspicion of child 

abuse during a confidential 

communication that church 

practices require the clergy 

member to keep secret is not 

required to report, unless 

there is also reportable 

information from another 

source

Idaho Idaho Code § 16-1605 Any person Observes a child subjected 

to conditions or 

circumstances that would 

reasonably result in abuse

Reason to believe that child 

under age 18 has been 

abused

Reporting requirements do 

not apply to a duly ordained 

minister of religion with 

regard to any confession or 

confidential communication

Illinois Comp. Stat. Ch. 325, § 5/4 Member of the clergy Reasonable cause to 

believe that a child known 

to them in their 

professional capacity may 

be an abused child

Member of the clergy may 

not be compelled to disclose 

confession or admission 

made to him or her as part of 

the discipline of the religion 

or divulge information 

obtained as spiritual adviser

Indiana Ann. Code § 31-33-5-1 Any individual Reason to believe that a 

child is a victim of child 

abuse

Iowa Ann. Stat. §§ 232.69 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

Kansas Ann. Stat. § 38-2223 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

Kentucky Rev. Stat. § 620.030 Any person Knows or has reasonable 

cause to believe that a 

child is abused

Clergy-penitent privilege is a 

ground for refusing to report

https://www.guamcourts.org/CompilerofLaws/GCA/19gca/19gc013.PDF
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol07_Ch0346-0398/HRS0350/HRS_0350-0001_0001.htm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title16/T16CH16/SECT16-1605/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1460&ChapterID=32
https://iga.in.gov/laws/2019/ic/titles/31#31-33-5-1
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/232.69.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/li_2012/b2011_12/statute/038_000_0000_chapter/038_022_0000_article/038_022_0023_section/038_022_0023_k/
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=53977
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Louisiana Children’s Code art. 609 Member of the clergy Has cause to believe that a 

child's physical or mental 

health or welfare is 

endangered as a result of 

abuse

Has cause to believe that 

abuse was a contributing 

factor in a child's death

Not required to report a 

confidential communication 

from a person to a member 

of the clergy who is 

authorized to hear 

confidential communications 

and who has a duty to keep 

communications confidential 

under church tenets

Maine Rev. Stat. tit. 22, § 4011-A A clergy member As a result of information 

acquired as a result of 

clerical professional work, 

knows or has reasonable 

cause to suspect that a 

child is likely to be abused

As a result of information 

acquired as a result of clerical 

professional work, knows or 

has reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child has been 

abused

No reporting is required for 

information received during 

confidential communications

Maryland Fam. Law § 5-705 A person Has reason to believe that a 

child has been subjected to 

abuse

No mandatory reporting by a 

minister of the gospel of 

matter in relation to 

confession or communication 

made in confidence by a 

person seeking spiritual 

advice and minister is bound 

to maintain confidentiality 

under church doctrine or 

practice

Massachusetts Gen. Laws ch. 119, § 51A Clergy member; church 

leader; person employed 

by church to supervise, 

educate, coach, train or 

counsel a child on a 

regular basis

In professional capacity, 

has reasonable cause to 

believe that a child is 

suffering physical or 

emotional injury resulting 

from sexual abuse

Clergy member need not 

report information solely 

gained in a confession or 

similarly confidential 

communication

Michigan Comp. Laws § 722.623 Member of the clergy Reasonable cause to 

suspect child abuse

Minnesota Ann. Stat. § 260E.06 Member of the clergy Knows or has reason to 

believe a child is being 

maltreated

Knows or has reason to 

believe a child has been 

maltreated within the 

preceding three years

No reporting is required for 

confession without the 

consent of the individual 

making the confession if 

required to be confidential by 

church rules or practice.  No 

reporting is required for 

communication with clergy by 

person seeking religious or 

spiritual counselling without 

the consent of that person 

http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?p=y&d=73201
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/22/title22sec4011-A.html
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Laws/StatuteText?article=gfl&section=5-705&enactments=True&archived=Falset?article=gfl&section=5-704&enactments=true
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVII/Chapter119/Section51A
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(01c5paz5wloepjcoyi5kfp4k))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-722-623
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/260E.06
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Mississippi Ann. Code § 43-21-353 Any person, including 

minister

Has reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child is an 

abused child or a victim of 

commercial sexual 

exploitation

Missouri Rev. Stat. §§ 210.115 Minister Reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child may be 

subjected to abuse or 

observes a child being 

subjected to conditions or 

circumstances which would 

reasonably result in abuse

Reasonable cause to suspect 

that a child has been 

subjected to abuse

Not required to report 

concerning a privileged 

communication made to 

minister in professional 

capacity

Montana Ann. Code § 41-3-201 A member of the clergy Know or have reasonable 

cause to suspect, as a 

result of information they 

receive in their professional 

or official capacity, that a 

child is abused by anyone

No reporting is required if 

knowledge or suspicion of 

abuse came from a 

statement or confession that 

was part of confidential 

communication between 

clergy member and church 

member and church member 

does not consent to 

disclosure. Or if 

communication is required to 

be confidential by church 

practice

Nebraska Rev. Stat. § 28-711 Any person Observes a child being 

subjected to conditions or 

circumstances which 

reasonably would result in 

child abuse

Has reasonable cause to 

believe that a child has been 

subjected to child abuse

Nevada Rev. Stat. § 432B.220 Member of the clergy In professional capacity, 

knows or has reasonable 

cause to believe that a child 

has been abused

No reporting is required if the 

clergy member acquired the 

knowledge of the abuse from 

the offender during a 

confession

New Hampshire Rev. Stat. § 169-C:29 Minister or any other 

person

Has reason to suspect that a 

child has been abused

New Jersey Ann. Stat. § 9:6-8.10 Any person Has reasonable cause to 

believe that a child has been 

subjected to child abuse, 

including sexual abuse, or 

acts of child abuse

New Mexico Ann. Stat. § 32A-4-3 Member of the clergy Knows or has a reasonable 

suspicion that a child is an 

abused child

No reporting is required for 

information that is privileged 

as a matter of law

New York Soc. Serv. Law § 413 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=a1874df1-efb0-4a95-ae21-ca8dcca9c9a2&nodeid=AAXAARAAHAAC&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAX%2FAAXAAR%2FAAXAARAAH%2FAAXAARAAHAAC&level=4&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7+43-21-353.+Duty+to+inform+state+agencies+and+officials%3B+duty+to+inform+individual+about+whom+report+has+been+made+of+specific+allegations.&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8V9G-4BR2-D6RV-H146-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=7f20a75b-2e71-44a0-a21f-5aba400e3471
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=352.400
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0410/chapter_0030/part_0020/section_0010/0410-0030-0020-0010.html
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=28-711
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-432B.html#NRS432BSec220
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/169-C/169-C-29.htm
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish%3A10.1048/Enu
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsa/en/item/4389/index.do#!fragment/zoupio-_Toc139879586/BQCwhgziBcwMYgK4DsDWszIQewE4BUBTADwBdoAvbRABwEtsBaAfX2zgEYBmATgA4A7DwCsfAGwBKADTJspQhACKiQrgCe0AOSapEQmFwJlqjdt37DIAMp5SAIQ0AlAKIAZZwDUAggDkAws5SpGAARtCk7BISQA
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/SOS/413
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North Carolina Gen. Stat. § 7B-301 Any person Has cause to suspect that 

any juvenile is abused

 

North Dakota Cent. Code § 50-25.1-03 Member of the clergy In professional capacity, 

has knowledge of or 

reasonable cause to 

suspect a child is abused

In professional capacity, has 

knowledge of or reasonable 

cause to suspect a child has 

died as a result of abuse

Not required to report if the 

knowledge or suspicion is 

derived from information 

received in the capacity of 

spiritual adviser

Northern Mariana Islands Commonwealth Code tit. 6, § 5313 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

Ohio Rev. Code § 2151.421 Cleric or non-volunteer 

church leader, official or 

delegate

Knows, or has reasonable 

cause to believe based on 

facts that would cause a 

reasonable person in a 

similar position to believe, 

that a child under age 18 

faces a threat of suffering a 

wound, injury, disability, or 

condition of a nature that 

reasonably indicates abuse 

caused by another cleric or 

non-volunteer church 

leader, official, or delegate

Knows, or has reasonable 

cause to believe based on 

facts that would cause a 

reasonable person in a 

similar position to believe, 

that a child under age 18 has 

suffered a wound, injury, 

disability, or condition of a 

nature that reasonably 

indicates abuse caused by 

another cleric or non-

volunteer church leader, 

official, or delegate

No requirement to report 

communication received in a 

cleric-penitent relationship if 

cleric could not testify with 

respect to that 

communication, unless 

penitent is an abused child 

under age 18

Oklahoma Stat. Ann. Tit. 10A, § 1-2-101 Every person Has reason to believe that 

a child under age 18 is a 

victim of abuse

Oregon Rev. Stat. § 419B.010 Member of the clergy Reasonable cause to believe 

that a child that clergy 

member comes in contact 

with has suffered abuse or a 

person that clergy member 

comes in contact with has 

abused a child

No reporting is required for 

information that is privileged 

as a matter of law

Pennsylvania Cons. Stat. ch. 23, § 6311 Clergyman, minister or 

spiritual leader

Has reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child is a 

victim of child abuse

Where minister in the course 

of his duties has acquired 

information from any person 

secretly and in confidence, 

no reporting without the 

consent of that person

Puerto Rico Ann. Laws tit. 8, § 446 Any person Has knowledge of or 

suspects that a minor is a 

victim of abuse

Rhode Island Gen. Laws § 40-11-3 Any person Has reasonable cause to 

know or suspect that any 

child has been abused or has 

been a victim of sexual abuse 

by another child

https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_7B/GS_7B-301.pdf
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t50c25-1.pdf#nameddest=50-25p1-03
https://cnmilaw.org/frames/CommonwealthCode.html
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-2151.421
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx
https://oregon.public.law/statutes/ors_419b.010
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=63&sctn=11&subsctn=0
https://casetext.com/statute/laws-of-puerto-rico/title-eight-public-welfare-and-charitable-institutions/chapter-23b-comprehensive-child-wellbeing-and-protection-act/subchapter-iii-administrative-procedure/446-obligation-to-report
http://webserver.rilegislature.gov/Statutes/TITLE40/40-11/40-11-3.htm
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South Carolina Ann. Code § 63-7-310 Member of the clergy In professional capacity, 

has received information 

that gives him reason to 

believe that a child may be 

abused

In professional capacity, has 

received information that 

gives him reason to believe 

that a child has been abused

No mandatory reporting for 

information received from 

alleged perpetrator in 

confidential communication 

that is protected by clergy-

penitent privilege

South Dakota Codified Laws § 26-8A-3 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

Tennessee Ann. Code § 37-1-605 Any person Knows or has reasonable 

cause to suspect that a child 

has been sexually abused

Texas Fam. Code § 261.101 Any person Reasonable cause to believe 

that a child's physical or 

mental health or welfare has 

been adversely affected by 

abuse by any person

Requirement applies without 

exception to clergy members

Utah Ann. Code § 80-2-602 Any person Observes a child being 

subjected to conditions or 

circumstances that would 

reasonably result in abuse

Has reason to believe that a 

child has been the subject of 

abuse

No reporting is required for 

confession without the 

consent of the individual 

making the confession if 

required to be confidential by 

church practice.  Information 

from a source other than 

confession must be reported.  

Not exempt from other efforts 

required by law to prevent 

further abuse

Vermont Ann. Stat. tit. 33, § 4913 Member of the clergy Reasonably suspects 

abuse of a child

No mandatory reporting of 

information received in 

capacity as spiritual advisor 

in a confidential 

communication intended to 

be an act of contrition or a 

matter of conscience. 

Information received in 

another manner must be 

reported. 

Virgin Islands Ann. Code tit. 5, § 2533 DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t63c007.php
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/26-8A-3
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/2010/title-37/chapter-1/part-6/37-1-605rt-4/section-37-1-403/
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/FA/htm/FA.261.htm#261.101
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title80/Chapter2/80-2-S602.html?v=C80-2-S602_2022050420220901
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/33/049/04913
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=132150f7-b8aa-4d6c-b34d-5a9cf2cfaa58&nodeid=AAFAACAABAAFAAD&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAF%2FAAFAAC%2FAAFAACAAB%2FAAFAACAABAAF%2FAAFAACAABAAFAAD&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=%C2%A7%E2%80%822533.+Persons+mandated+to+report+suspected+abuse%2C+sexual+abuse+and+neglect&config=014DJAA3OWU1MmYyMC1kNzRhLTQ4NDAtYTMxZS01YzJhMzBkZDA0NDMKAFBvZENhdGFsb2dSOvVciRp0EcGxvMymeAXd&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A8TPR-0NV2-8T6X-74KS-00008-00&ecomp=7gf5kkk&prid=d8de21e5-35df-4ff1-8f4e-612c916e46da
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Virginia Ann. Code § 63.2-1509 Any minister of any 

religious organization or 

denomination usually 

referred to as a church

In their professional 

capacity, have reason to 

suspect that a child is an 

abused child

No mandatory reporting if 

doctrine of religious 

organization or denomination 

requires information to be 

kept confidential. No 

mandatory reporting for 

confidential communication 

between minister and person 

seeking spiritual counsel and 

advice

Washington Rev. Code § 26.44.030 Adult residing with child Reasonable cause to believe 

that child has suffered severe 

sexual abuse.  Does not apply 

if child is now adult unless 

reasonable cause to believe 

other children may be at risk.

Washington Rev. Code § 26.44.030 Member of the clergy Reasonable cause to believe 

that a child has suffered 

abuse or neglect.

West Virginia Ann. Code § 49-2-803 Member of the clergy Has reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child is 

abused, including sexual 

abuse or sexual assault, or 

observes the child being 

subjected to conditions that 

are likely to result in abuse. 

Wisconsin Ann. Stat. § 48.981 Member of the clergy Reasonable cause to 

suspect that a child seen in 

the course of professional 

duties has been threatened 

with abuse and abuse is 

likely to occur. Or 

reasonable cause to 

suspect that a clergy 

member has threatened a 

child with abuse and abuse 

is likely to occur

Reasonable cause to suspect 

that a child seen in the course 

of professional duties has 

been abused.  Or reasonable 

cause to suspect that a clergy 

member has abused a child

No duty to report information 

received solely through 

confidential communications 

made privately or in a 

confessional setting if 

expected to keep secret 

under tenets of religion

Wyoming Ann. Stat. § 14-3-205 Any person Observes any child being 

subjected to conditions or 

circumstances that would 

reasonably result in abuse

Knows or has reasonable 

cause to believe or suspect 

that a child has been abused

Wales Social Services and Well-being (Wales) 

Act 2014 s 130

DOES NOT APPLY TO 

CHURCHES

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter15/section63.2-1509/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=26.44.030
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=26.44.030
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/WVCODE/code.cfm?chap=49&art=2#01
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/48/xxi/981
https://wyoleg.gov/NXT/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm
https://www.bailii.org/wales/legis/num_act/2014/anaw_20144_en_1.html
https://www.bailii.org/wales/legis/num_act/2014/anaw_20144_en_1.html

